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Community Investment Roundtable - relating to Aberedw Energy Park

Date: 13" May 2025
Location: Hundred House Village Hall, LD1 SRY
Time: 6:30pm — 8:30pm

Attendees:

Councillor Gareth Jones GJ (Chair of Meeting) - Llanelwedd Ward
Councillor Bryan Davies — BD - Llanafanfawr with Garth Ward

Councillor Jeremy Pugh — JP - Builth Wells Ward

Councillor David Price = DP - Duhonw Community Council

Councillor Steve Deeks-D'Silva — SDD - Llandrindod Wells Town Council
Councillor Jamie Jones — JJ — Llandrindod Wells Town Council
Councillor Berwyn Jones — BJ — Glascwm Community Council

Councillor Ed Jones — EJ — Old Radnor Ward

Councillor Richard Brown — RB - Glascwm Community Council

Catryn Newton — Bute Energy, Community Investment and Communications Director
Eluned Lewis — Bute Energy, Community Investment Manager

James Green - Bute Energy, Social Mapping and MEL Lead

Kadun Rees — Bute Energy, External Affairs Co-ordinator

Tom Edmunds - Bute Energy, Project Manager

The purpose of the meeting is to provide an information sharing exercise on Bute

Energy offering of the Community Benefit Fund that is related to Aberedw Energy
Park. A clear distinction between the project clinic (held on 12" May 2025 at Wyeside
Arts Centre in Builth Wells) and the Community Investment Roundtable.

Summary of meeting:

Prior to the presentation being delivered, concerns of the project and related
grid infrastructure were raised and discussed.

Presentation was delivered by members of the Community Investment Team
of Bute Energy. EL outlined that community benefit funding (CBF) is standard
practise with wind farm developments and that Bute Energy’s offer is set at
£7,500 per megawatt. This is set at the higher end to enable some
compensation for the communities along the grid infrastructure (due to them
not providing a CBF). There has been no decision yet about how this would be
split and if it is formally split, it is just a commitment at this stage.

It was outlined that Green GEN Cymru (GGC) are a separate entity and are a
r?gélcl;a(t:ed company by Ofgem’. Therefore, Bute Energy are a paying customer
o) .

GGC do not have a community benefit fund — as they are regulated by Ofgem.
A major concern raised by Clirs was that the fund would not be kept local and
would be given to those villages on the grid infrastructure. An example of local
issues included the school closure of Garth.

Bute Energy are ensuring that the CBF is legally tied to each energy park that
is developed so that regardless of future ownership this commitment to the
community remains in place. It was stressed however that it is Bute Energy’s
interf1tion to develop, construct and own-operate every wind farm in the
portfolio.

A Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO), which will be regulated by
Charities Commission England & Wales will be set up to deliver, manage and

1 Ofgem are the energy regulator for Great Britain. Welcome to Ofgem | Ofgem
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administer the fund. There will be one CIO to cover all of the Bute Energy
parks in the portfolio and as each energy park is consented a local panel will
be set up.

In terms of timescale this process has begun as it is required to be in place for
our first consented energy park at Twyn Hywel near Caerphilly. A Governance
Document for the CIO is currently being prepared by our Legal team and once
approved internally will be made available to those who wish to scrutinise it.
The CIO, as with any registered charity will require Trustees and we its is our
current intention to launch the recruitment phase for this in July at the Royal
Welsh Show.

The impact of the Senedd Elections in 2026 were briefly raised and discussed.
History of previous projects (namely Hendy) still sit in the memory of the local
communities. Hnedy was a scheme paid by subsidies and the developer was
paid to deliver the scheme, which is not the case for Bute Energy Park’s.

A report of the Social Value would be welcomed, including how much is
available, what has been spent on current projects to date and ideally, who
fits into the social value (geographically).

Ideas of how the Social Value can be utilised were presented, including the
reinstatement of Llandrindod Wells, a training centre or centre of excellence
to train apprenticeships and finally whether a substation can be installed
allowing local communities to utilise. RWE are currently providing a 3 year
apprenticeship relating to manufacturing and the delivery of wind projects.
JG expressed the new partner of Bute, namely Big Issue Recruitment who
provide job opportunities for the vulnerable and unemployed in the southeast
area of Wales (theme was identified as a key issue surrounding the Twyn
Hywel Energy Park).

A thematic series of events is recommended to understand potential projects
in the local area, utilising the Social Value and CBF.

Concerns were raised of the official Charity Commission for England and
Wales relating to publishments of accounts.

It was noted that the new Powys CC leader will start on 15" May 2025.

A discussion was held on whether there is benefits to a singular panel local
panel to cover the three proposed Bute Energy projects in the area. There will
be further discussions on that once it is established which energy parks are
consented.

Actions following meeting:

EL to issue a copy of the Cl presentation to all those in attendance (emails
were noted down).
TE to issue a copy of the project clinic presentation — hard copies were
provided to those in attendance on Monday 12" May 2025.
CN accepted invitation to Duhonw CC meeting. To be arranged with DP.
Community Clirs, Community Councils and Town Councils to prepare a list of
projects that could be applicable to social value (which is existing money) and
Bute will engage directly. Request of information from the Councils.
o Related to the above, if easier, Bute are happy to email the clerks of the
various Councils setting out information we want to start the
engagement process.

No AOB was raised.

End
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